
Students travel to Ecuador 



Nick McCann play duck, duck, goose with children in Ecuador. 
Source: (Mr. Kerr) 



Students with Mr. O’Linn and Sr. Annie Credidie who is the Director of Demie 
House. Source: (Mr. Kerr) 


Nick McCann ’04 


A foreign sight to some, blit a 
commonplace one to others - the decrepit 
third world city. The distinguishable 
unpleasant smell, the unpaved roads, the 
sporadic dogs in the streets - these sights 
were the first signs of a very present cul¬ 
ture shock. 

The retreatants who traveled with 
me to Ecudor were: Dan Spath, Dan 
Hawk, Travis Gannon, Nick Rispoli, Ed 
Smith. 

What we did not see on that ini¬ 
tial ride from the airport was the beauty to 
come: the smiling children, the warm, 
Christ-like people who welcomed us with 
open arms, and the general air of optimism 
in the face of extreme poverty. That beau¬ 
ty, among others, was what ten days in 
Ecuador meant to a group of six students 
and four teachers representing St. Edward. 

Rostro de Cristo or “Face of 
Christ” is a Catholic retreat program based 
in Duran, Ecuador. The purpose of the 
program is to “provide spiritual and educa¬ 
tional opportunities for young people from 
the United States to live out the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ with the people of Ecuador.” 


Rostro de Cristo encourages retreatants to 
live simply and to “reflect on the face of 
Christ in their joys and struggles.” 

Coming from a school where stu¬ 
dents are taught the importance of commu¬ 
nity service, it was initially difficult for 
many of us to comprehend the idea of 
“being” as opposed to “doing.” Some stu¬ 
dents expected to be helping the communi¬ 
ty, rather than being part of the communi¬ 
ty. However, as our time progressed, we 
were able to comprehend the importance 
of Rostro de Cristo’s message. 

The most common question 
asked of retreatants and volunteers of 
Rostro de Cristo is, “What did you do?” 
In a retreat centered on “being,” we actu¬ 
ally “did” much. Everything we did per¬ 
tained to visiting people, talking to them, 
and generally being with them. 

All of the retreatants saw Christ 
in his or her experience. However, we saw 
Christ in different forms. Some saw Christ 
in the faith of the Ecuadorian people, who 
maintain a strong faith in God in spite of 
countless hardships. Others saw Christ 
through the Ecuadorian people’s struggle, 
challenging the social order, and making a 
stand against corruption. Jesus’ gospel 


message had numerous interpretations 
from people on retreat. No one left 
Ecuador untouched by what was seen and 
experienced. 

As retreatants, we were encour¬ 
aged to challenge ourselves in our envi¬ 
ronment. In other words, we were asked to 
take what we saw “one step further.” It is 
relatively easy to observe harsh living con¬ 
ditions and to feel badly for the people 
who live in them. The challenge comes in 
asking, “Now what can I do?” 

During our stay in Ecuador, the 
retreatants encountered a very harsh, but 
thought-provoking viewpoint. An 
American woman named Pat founded a 
school in Guyaquil. She told the 
retreatants that we were very lucky, being 
Americans, having a good education, and 
so on. Since we are in the minority - the 
most fortunate one percent of the world’s 
population, we have a duty. 

According to Pat, we are obli¬ 
gated to help those less fortunate than 
ourselves - to do all we can to help them, 
simply because we belong to that elite 
one percent. This message resonated in 
many of us. During reflection time, many 
retreatants expressed interest in doing 


more to help out the less fortunate. 

One of the most important things the 
retreatants experienced in Ecuador was a 
sense of joy that permeated the lives of 
the people we encountered. It is easy to 
stereotype impoverished people as being 
sullen and morose. We found just the 
opposite. 

People in the village were joyful 
and welcoming. They seemed to be 
aware of their poverty, but at the same 
time, they were aware that it could be 
much worse. We found this attitude very 
admirable, and many of us remarked at 
how the people had every right to be 
depressed, and yet they weren’t. 

In addition to a strong faith and 
positive attitude, the people of Duran 
showed a great progressive attitude. For 
example, when we first arrived in Duran, 
we noticed the streets were filled with 
large rocks. Upon inquiry, we learned 
that the residents of Duran had blocked 
off the streets a few weeks earlier, as an 
act of protest. Apparently the people 
were without water, and they were trying 
to attract the attention of the mayor. The 
protest was a success, as the people began 
to receive water the next week. 


Cell phone users polled about policy 


Nimit Kapoor ’06 and Sami El-Dalati ’06 


Having a cell phone used to be a 
luxury. Cell phones have now become a 
common sight among students. Lately, an 
increasing amount of students have been 
using their cell phones on school property. 

The escalation in cell phone 
usage could have been triggered by an 
increase in prices on public phones. 
Escalating prices also seem to indicate that 
there is an increasing need for cell phones 
among students. Many family plans are 
now available, and students have been able 
to take advantage of lower prices. 

Cellular phones now have multi¬ 
ple uses. Such mobile devices can func¬ 
tion as an alarm clock, a game device, and 
as a daily organizer. 

The handbook, however, strictly 
prohibits cell phone use during school 
hours. 

School policy states that any stu¬ 


dent in possession of a cell phone could 
have it confiscated. 

According to the student hand¬ 
book, there are certain guidelines that must 
be followed in order for students to have 
cell phones in their possession during the 
school day. 

“Parents who wish to register 
their son’s pager or cell phone with the 
school may do so through the Dean of 
Students,” states the handbook. “These 
pagers are to be stored in a student’s lock¬ 
er during the school day and may be 
brought to school functions such as games 
and dances. Otherwise, students found to 
be in possession of any of these articles 
will have them confiscated immediately.” 

Students in English classes from 
all four grade levels were surveyed about 
their cell phone usage during school. 
Eighty-seven students responded to the 
informal poll. 

When asked about cell phone 


possession, about forty-four percent of stu¬ 
dents admitted to having a cell phone. 
Only seven percent of those polled, how¬ 
ever, indicated that they liked the school’s 
cell phone policy. 

“I think that St. Ed’s should 
change their policy to incorporate the use 
of cell phones in the attendance office for 
emergency purposes during school hours, 
because 1 know from experience that this 
may often be necessary,” said sophomore 
Aseem Garg. “Also, I think students 
should be permitted to carry their cell 
phones with them during school hours 
rather than leaving them in their lockers. 
Other than those two points, I feel the cur¬ 
rent policy is fine.” 

About sixty-eight percent of 
those polled agreed that there were even 
more benefits to having a cell phone than 
merely making calls. Fifty-two percent of 
students also indicated that they have had 
their cell phones for longer than one year. 



Eric Turner converses with a friend on a 
cell phone. (Source: Brian Crisan) 
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Recording industry threats are ludicrous 


Cheers and Jeers 

Cheers to the football team. Only truly 
versatile teams can score points in both 
end zones. 

Jeers to SETV-4. Stop wasting our time. 

Cheers to Malley’s! It’s nice to know 
that someone other than Mr. Seiler reads 
this section. 

Jeers to censorship. There are just some 
things that endure for generations... 

Cheers to squirrels. They make good 
classroom pets. Just ask Ms. Guzman. 

Jeers to the new table setup in the cafe. 
Are they trying to make our lives more 
difficult? 

Cheers to monopolies. The Edsman will 
soon buy out SETV-4 and KSEH. 

Jeers to people who cut others in the 
lunch line. And you wonder why lunch 
lines are so long? 

Cheers to Flight. It’s probably the only 
school publication worth reading around 
here. 

Jeers to no Cheers, Cheers to Jeers, 

Cheers to Cheers, Cheers to Cheers that 
make Jeers. 

Cheers to the Browns. Turnover Tommy 
was about to cry. 

Jeers to Ignatius. End of story. 

The reasons 

Brian Graney ‘04 


With the renowned rivalry 
between St. Edward and St. Ignatius soon 
upon us, it seems appropriate to compare 
and contrast the two all-male high schools 
in the Cleveland area. This rivalry has a 
long and heated history and speaking with 
either side yields a spirited reaction. But to 
understand the rivalry, the differences 
between the two schools must be under¬ 
stood. While St. Edward and St. Ignatius 
are the only all-male Catholic high schools 
on the west side of town, that is where the 
similarities end. 

St. Ignatius is an aged institution 
dating back to 1886 and a time when West 
30th and Lorain offered a hospitable envi¬ 
ronment. St. Edward is a relatively young, 
upbeat institution where gothic architec¬ 
ture and checkered farmers’ shirts are 


Pat Leimkuehler ’04 and Kurt Nye ’04 


At most other local high schools, 
seniors are granted all sorts of freedoms. 
Last year the administration worked with 
the student body to grant seniors special 
rights even though the new schedule made 
that effort challenging. This year hopefully 
we can expand upon last year’s efforts and 
extend them. 

The current improved schedule, 
with longer lunch periods, allows for the 
possibility of going out to lunch. For 
example, if a senior had study hall period 
4/5 and lunch 6th period, he would have 75 
minutes at his disposal, more than enough 
time to go out to lunch at Burger King and 
return to school with plenty of time to 
spare. Even if the administration made 


Brian Crisan ’04 


The recording industry’s temper 
tantrums over file sharing will come back 
to haunt them. 

In early September, the Recording 
Industry Association of America (R1AA) 
filed its first in a series of lawsuits against 
peer-to-peer users. Over 1,500 subpoenas 
have been filed with the Washington D.C. 
District Court through October 5th. 

Signs of the RIAA’s flawed legal 
methods are already beginning to surface. 
A 66-year-old woman, Sarah Ward, was 
one of the first to get caught in a wave of 
261 lawsuits filed last month. However, it 
was later discovered that Ward could not 
run Kazza, a Windows-based file-sharing 
program, on her Macintosh computer. 

Such instances indicate that the 
R1AA is pursuing litigation much like a 
person who aims at a dartboard with his 


intolerable. Tuition costs at St. Ignatius 
have skyrocketed, especially when daily 
robberies are factored into the total. 
Property value immediately surrounding 
St. Ignatius is a mere fraction of a single 
student’s yearly tuition, while St. Edward 
offers an economical education in a neigh¬ 
borhood where Crime Stoppers have not 
yet given up hope. 

St. Edward consistently uses orig¬ 
inal music at school events. St. Ignatius, on 
the other hand, considers themselves the 
saints in Louis Armstrong’s “When the 
Saints Go Marching In.” Perhaps the 
R1AA should be informed of this copyright 
infringement, and the Jesuit school’s lack 
of creativity. In this same sense of creativ¬ 
ity, the Jesuit school’s student newspaper is 
titled The Eye, cleverly derived from the 
first letter in “Ignatius.” 

While St. Ignatius is nationally 


open lunch available only once a week, 
every senior would agree it would be a nice 
break. 

Another possibility presented by 
the new schedule is arriving late or leaving 
early. A lot of us have first period study 
halls, at least once week. Let’s be honest, 
no one gets much done in first period study 
hall. That time would be better spent sleep¬ 
ing in at home, instead of on one’s ever- 
comfortable desk. 

Perhaps rather than using the first 
20 minutes of class, teachers could teach 
for the last 20 minutes. This would free the 
first 40 minutes of the day allowing for 
seniors to come in late. Even less work 
gets done during 9th period study halls, 
especially on Fridays. To make better use 
of this time, seniors should be allowed to 


eyes closed. While claiming that they will 
only sue users with a substantial amount of 
music, the recording industry has managed 
to pursue an elderly woman who didn’t 
even have a peer-to-peer program installed 
on her system. 

Even with their eyes completely 
shut, is it possible to miss the bulls-eye that 
badly? Or is the industry being entirely 
honest with the public? 

Putting special cases aside, the 
RIAA’s recent lawsuits raise some serious 
questions about the legitimacy of their 
campaign against file-sharing. Is such a 
campaign justified? 

Consider, for example, the claim 
that file-sharing is responsible for robbing 
the livelihoods of its musicians. Is this true 
or a simple exaggeration? 

Perhaps we should ask the artists 
themselves whether or not their livelihoods 
are being stolen from them. According to a 


recognized for its football program, the 
Jesuit school also offers programs truly 
unique to Northeastern Ohio. St. Ignatius 
offers the best crew team in Cleveland 
(perhaps in all of the county!), and boasts a 
legendary competitive math league. St. 
Edward has not yet formed a crew team 
and muscled down the mighty polluted 
waters of the Cuyahoga, nor has the school 
reached elimination rounds involving the 
complexities of vectors. 

As we reach the weekend, it is 
important to remember these differences 
and what makes us St. Ed’s. While we have 
the obvious handicaps (e.g. the absence of 
a crew team), we are a community united 
by pride and loyalty, not out of necessity to 
fend off thugs. Wildcats are inherently 
solitary animals, while eagles have alle¬ 
giance for one another. 


go home. An added benefit would be a less 
congested parking lot at the end of the day. 

Next fall almost all of our senior 
class will be going to college. Pretty soon 
we’re going to be writing college essays, 
taking our final entrances tests, and wait¬ 
ing for those coveted acceptance letters an 
important part of our senior year. After all 
our applications are turned in and the 
weather gets colder, seniors could support 
their hopeful schools by wearing college 
sweatshirts. Then when the weather turns 
nice, if that happens before all the seniors 
are gone, we could wear polo shirts. 

In the past all the possibilities of 
senior privileges have never been fully 
realized. Let’s hope this year can set a new 
standard for years to come. 


recent Forbes report, famous rapper Jay-Z 
made over one thousand dollars per minute 
onstage over the summer. Does it sound to 
you like his livelihood is in danger of 
falling apart? 

Don’t let the RIAA fool you. The 
industry is willing to exaggerate the effect 
of music downloads in an attempt to fright¬ 
en peer-to-peer users. It’s almost ironic 
when you consider bands like Phish and the 
Grateful Dead. These bands became 
famous for allowing fans to record and 
trade copies their performances long before 
Napster-style file sharing began. 

The plain truth is that file-sharing 
is a powerful tool. It gives consumers con¬ 
trol over their music purchases by allowing 
fans to preview a product before buying it. 
New artists also benefit from the opportu¬ 
nity to share their work with music fans. It 
empowers those talented artists who have 
yet to be discovered. 


Have an opinion? 

Give letters to your home¬ 
room teacher or email to 
Edsman2000@hotmail.com 
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Sweeney Todd production underway 


By Brian Cantwell ’04 


The Edwardian Players, St. 
Edward High School’s theatre club, has 
begun its most unique undertaking in 
recent history. The musical Sweeney Todd 
by Stephen Sondheim is by far the most 
off the wall and distinct play to be pro¬ 
duced by St. Ed’s. It is quite an ambitious 
enterprise for the players as well as stage 
crew. The premise of the play is shocking, 
albeit interesting. It is in fact based on an 
urban tale of a crazed London barber who 
had slit the throats of his patrons while 
they sat in his chair waiting to be shaven. 
What is even more remarkable is that the 
musical of a slaughtering barber is based 
on real events. 

The basis of Sweeney Todd is the 
story of a murderous barber named 
Sweeney Todd. From the beginning days 
of telling the story of Sweeney, the myth 
has been embellished, eventually creating 
an enigmatic madman who colorfully dis¬ 
patched his clients in his shop. 


The musical shows Sweeney 
luring his victims in his barbershop 
with the promise of a cheap shave, 
only to slit their throats and systemat¬ 
ically drop them through the floor. 

His accomplice would then take the 
bodies and make pies out of their 
flesh, a truly gruesome and unimagin¬ 
able act. However the legend of 
Sweeney Todd, like most urban 
myths, has its roots in truth. It’s a 
truth that couldn’t have been manufac¬ 
tured. 

The myth and the reality of 
Sweeney Todd had blended into a col¬ 
orful urban tale by the late 16th centu¬ 
ry used to children. Long before Jack 
the Ripper, Sweeney Todd, the Demon 
Barber of Fleet Street, had chilled 
bones of Londoners with the stories of his 
cold murders. 

The gruesome details, from the 
slitting of unsuspecting men’s throats, to 
baking the body parts of his victims in 
pies, made Sweeney an urban legend on 



Source: (Timepics) 

the street. His murders and the reason for 
them were far less dramatic than the play 
portrays. 

Sweeney was not an enigmatic 
character and was driven to murder solely 
for the promise of profit. He did however 


devise a fascinating and complex system 
to murder his victims. He modified his 
barber chair to fling his patrons down to 
the deep basement when they reclined the 
chair back with their weight. 

If the fall alone did not 
kill them, Sweeney Todd would quickly 
descend to deliver the final blow with his 
quick razor. He had a real accomplice 
named Lovett, who baked pies with the 
flesh of the victims. 

As unbelievable as these facts 
may be, the most remarkable is Sweeney 
Todd was only convicted of one of the 
hundreds of murders he committed. He 
was hung on the gallows after a speedy 
trial, actually proclaiming his innocence to 
the end. 

The story of Sweeney Todd has 
been embellished to make a colorful musi¬ 
cal, but certain elements of the real Demon 
Barber were included in the play. The real 
and legendary elements will surely make 
Sweeney Todd a show to remember. 


the 


Good Charlotte rocks 


Mark Wollenberg ’04 


It is such a great feeling to be at 
the front of a big name concert. Sweat is 
dripping from every pore while the blood 
rushes continuously to the brain. All right, 
I didn’t feel exactly like this at the Good 
Charlotte concert featuring Mest and 
Something Corporate, but 1 still had a pret¬ 
ty good time. I was hesitant about going to 
the Sunday night concert but it was worth 
it because Mest and Something Corporate 
put on a great show. 

This concert was out of hand, but 
in a good way. There were good aspects to 
the concert as well as some bad. Overall it 
was a blast! My favorite band there had to 
be Something Corporate. If you haven’t 
heard their music I encourage you to go 
buy their CD, it is definitely worth it. 
Something Corporate had an energy to 
them unlike any other 1 had seen before, a 
truly exceptional band in a concert where 
over twenty had just played. The lead 


singer of the band also plays piano and is 
actually good. Playing the piano is already 
hard enough to do, but singing at the same 
time and doing both well deserves credit to 
the lead singer. 

Good Charlotte and Mest were 
really good too, however I wish I could 
have seen more of Mest. Good Charlotte 
should have cut down their hour and forty- 
five minute set down to give Mest more 
time to show how good they can play. But 
I’m not angry. Good Charlotte was great 
onstage and I even got the lead singer and 
guitarist’s attention. All I wish was the lit¬ 
tle kids and their parents stayed home and 
that the people in the front would stop 
complaining about the pushing, because 
everyone gets pushed at rock concerts. 
People should not complain to me about it, 
because I’m probably the one pushing 
them. The concert ended well and was 
over by midnight, just in time for a new 
week to begin. 


Independent Films 



are well spent 


Andy Kane’05 


Nothing compliments the bril¬ 
liant colors of the fall like outdoor activi¬ 
ties, but sometimes the brisk weather 
leaves people scrambling for the safety of 
indoors. When cool weather hits, many 
people find themselves inside movie the¬ 
atres on the weekends, abandoning sum¬ 
mer evening activities for a little taste of 
Hollywood. It would make sense that dur¬ 
ing such a transition from the warmth of 
summer to the movie going season, the¬ 
atres would have a variety of quality 
movies to choose from. Unfortunately, this 
is not quite the case. 

Upon perusing the most recent 
movie listings, one could spend hours try¬ 
ing to sift through the mass of high budg¬ 
et, low quality movies, with A-list actors 
that offer D-list performances. From the 
rundown of ex-wrestling stars to the antics 
of Cuba Gooding Jr. as an unlikely church 
choir leader, the fall season represents a 
lull in the movie going experience. So 
does this mean that a four-month hiatus 
must take place between the summer open¬ 
ings and the holiday season? Not necessar¬ 
ily. However, one might consider straying 


from mainstream theaters, looking for 
alternatives for quality films. 

There are many theatres in the 
Cleveland are that offer alternatives to the 
mind dulling mainstream movies. Most 
belong to the theater chain Cleveland 
Cinemas. Some Cleveland Cinemas the¬ 
atres offer higher end movies, but two in 
particular showcase semi-independent and 
limited release movies. These two theaters, 
the Cedar Lee and Shaker Square, focus on 
more obscure films. 

The Cedar Lee, at the corner of 
Cedar and Lee roads, was the first theater 
to be purchased for Cleveland Cinemas, 
and is a small (by comparison), seven-the¬ 
ater complex. The Shaker Square Theater, 
aptly named for its location in historic 
Shaker Square, also houses seven screens. 
Besides the array of films available to 
moviegoers, Shaker Square offers patrons 
historic architecture, more worthy of a 
play or opera house than a movie theater. 
Such a setting is appropriate for the types 
of films shown, sometimes unfairly gener¬ 
alized as “artsy” or too dramatic. 

Rather these films offer genuine 
looks at everyday life, rather than carous¬ 
ing throughout a fantasy world. Not that 


fantasy is a bad thing, but one can take 
something away from a movie that is per¬ 
tinent to his or her life. And that is exactly 
the appeal of these types of movies. A truly 
great movie is one that keeps recurring in 
a person’s mind for days or weeks to 
come, with a message that is truly impor¬ 
tant to his or her life. 

So this fall, instead of spending 
eight dollars to see the new generation of 
cheap 80’s horror flicks, try seeing a 
movie worthy of the highway robbery 
that exists at movie theaters. 

And now, for movies worth eight hard 
earned dollars... 

Thirteen- This is a movie that absolutely 
every teenager should see. It chronicles the 
life of thirteen year old Tracy, who under 
the influence of her new friend Evie, utter¬ 
ly destroys her life through drug use, sex¬ 
ual promiscuity, crime, and self-mutila¬ 
tion. 

American Splendor- Winner of the 2003 
Sundance Grand Jury prize, American 
Splendor follows the life of Cleveland 
native comic Harvey Pekar. Pekar uses his 


simple life as the model for his comic 
strip, and through which gains great 
acclaim. Besides the interesting fact it is a 
true story, the movie is especially appeal¬ 
ing to Clevelanders, as it was shot here and 
has a very “Cleveland” feel to it. 

The Battle of Shaker Heights- Although 
not actually shot in Shaker Heights, this 
film caught interest quickly, winning the 
HBO Project Greenlight screenwriting 
prize. The movie examines the parallels of 
one high school student’s life. He works to 
make war recreation films, and acts as an 
ever-tough soldier on the battlefield. In 
real life, however, he is a typical high 
school outsider with the ultimate crush. 
Clever dialogue and a lot of great one-lin¬ 
ers make this film a must see. 

Matchstick Men- An exception to the trend 
of poor mainstream movies, this film stars 
Nicolas Cage (Snake Eyes, 8mm). Cage 
plays a con man named Roy who must 
cope with his partner’s erratic behavior 
while catering to the needs of his daughter, 
who suddenly appeared in his life. Cage 
must overcome all of these variables to 
pull off the biggest con of his life. 
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Holy War 


is near... 


ing a kick, and kicking 2 field goals of 35 
and 45 yards. The Eagles left Massilon 
with a 27-6 defeat over the Tigers. 

This Saturday, October 11, the 
football team plays its biggest game of the 
year against our rival, St. Ignatius. The 
game will be at Lakewood Stadium at 
7:30. This is considered the greatest high 


school football rivalry in the Midwest. 
Last year, we were defeated 21-2, but two 
years ago, the team was victorious by a 
score of 44-41 in double overtime. St. 
Ignatius is currently 6-0, so the Eagles 
have even more motivation to knock off 
the Wildcats. 



Tim Scalley ’07 


After starting with a 4-0 record, 
the Eagles hosted the Warren Harding 
Raiders. The game took place on 
September 20, at Lakewood Stadium. The 
football team was off to a great start, shut¬ 
ting out Warren Harding 9-0 in the first 
quarter and leading 12-7 at halftime. In 
the fourth quarter, the Eagles fell behind 
20-12. Kyle Skoczen engineered a great 
drive, culminating with a touchdown pass 
to Alex Spooner. A sharp pass to Damien 
Pride completed the two point conversion, 
and the game was tied at 20. The game 
went to overtime, and Warren Harding 
took a 27-20 lead. After an eleven yard 
run to the nine yard line, the Eagles threw 
three passes that gained only one yard. On 
fourth down, Haruki Nakamura caught a 
quick slant at the two, but was stopped 
inside the one yard line to end the game. 
The Eagles fell to 4-1 after a heart-break¬ 
ing 27-20 loss. 

On Saturday, September 27, the 


It is a game where the outcome 
cannot be predicted and teams work a little 
harder in practice. It is a game where win¬ 
ning means everything and losing is more 
devastating than a regular game. It is the 
perfect game, a rivalry game. To us, one 
game is kept in mind all through the year. 
It is the Ignatius game, the Holy War. 

Yes, I said war and not bowl. 
Ever since last year, the word “war” has 
been banned from usage at the school. The 
famous “Green Machine” T-shirts of last 
year made it official. The green and white, 
minus the color gold, shirts signaled the 
fact that tradition is slowly slipping away. 

After viewing a 1956 Edwardian 


team traveled to Indiana to take on the 
Huntington North Vikings. In a dominat¬ 
ing performance, the Eagles shutout the 
Vikings 37-0. The defense had its best 
game of the year, shutting down 
Huntington’s offense, allowing only 106 
total yards. In his first varsity game, 
Royce Adams rushed for fifty-nine yards 
with two rushing touchdowns. Haruki 
Nakamura set a school record with eleven 
receptions, breaking the former record of 
ten. Kyle Skoczen had another big game, 
throwing for 207 yards and rushing for 25 
yards with two touchdowns. Scott 
Madden caught a 38 yard touchdown and a 
two point conversion pass. 

On Friday, October 3, The Eagles 
took on the Massillon Tigers. On a cold, 
rainy night, the Eagles soared above the 
storm, dominating the whole game and not 
allowing Massillon an offensive touch¬ 
down. Paxton Rose, Ryan Adkins, and 
Kyle Skoczen all rushed for touchdowns 
of 20 yards or more. Joe Kleinsmith also 
had a big game, intercepting a pass, block- 


yearbook, I came across a caption for a 
football picture. “Closing in for the kill a 
host of Eagle tacklers are about to bring 
down a St. Mary’s back.” 

Back then, nobody would be 
offended nor would care about this quote. 
I’m not saying we should be more violent. 
I just think it’s ridiculous that the word 
“war” is omitted. I do realize we live in a 
different time period, and people are more 
cautious, but the caption isn’t threatening 
anyone. Let me remind you that these past 
interventions in Iraq weren’t considered a 
war because Congress never declared it. 

I have also noticed that the “herb” 
call is also slowly dying out. No one 


Skin the Cats. Cartoon by Ed McGlynn 


knows how it was started. The only thing 
we know is that it’s part of tradition. 

A poll was taken that said the 
freshmen class was the class most abused. 
Whether this would be the case or not, the 
freshmen need to take the chant as it 
comes. By taking criticism, the freshmen 
will learn to grow and be the leaders of the 
school. We all had to go through the 
ceaseless chants of the word “herb,” which 
has grown less harsh over the years. We 
may single them out at rallies, but in the 
real world, we are all one in St. Ed’s. 
Training freshmen to become Eagles is 
what makes the school so great, and why 
should we stray from that tradition? 


’04. 


away 

In this world, freedom of speech 
is limited. We seem to be drawing the line 
in more and more oppressive ways. If we 
keep doing this, there will be nothing left. 
If we’re not careful, disagreements can 
destroy the tradition that makes our school 
what it is. 

Finding the inner school spirit 
has been the theme this year. We should 
learn to appreciate what has been handed 
down through the years and take pride in 
what our school has to offer. We shouldn’t 
let a world incident ruin the fifty years of 
the tradition called the Holy War. When 
we forget the past, we fail to realize who 
we are, and we are St. Ed’s. 


Letter from your editor-in-chief .. . 

Tradition is slowly slipping 


Fans leave their noise at the gates 


Angry Eddie Langhenry ’04 


In typical years, a St. Edward stu¬ 
dent section has only been in existence at 
the St. Ignatius game. This year has been 
different. Students have attended the 
games, but against nationally ranked 
Warren Harding, the student section was 
quietest during the most vital parts of the 
game. 

Normally at this point in the sea¬ 
son, the football players are wondering 
where the fans are hiding. This year, the 


student section has been the largest I have 
seen in my four years. At the same time, it 
is a very unenthusiastic student section. 
For example, versus Lakewood, the pres¬ 
ence of a rivalry was not felt. People 
chanted and yelled, but it was visible that 
students were not completely in the game. 
Some of this may be due to the absence of 
a pep rally, but I think some students were 
there just to be seen. 

The major disappointment was 
against Warren Harding. They were play¬ 
ing in Lakewood, but the crowd was not as 


large a factor as it could have been. When 
a big play was made, the section came to 
life, and it was lively for the next few 
plays, but when the defense needed a big 
stop or the offense a first down, everyone 
seemed to only watch. Now the last drive 
by St. Ed’s was loud, but earlier in the 
fourth quarter, Warren Harding had the 
ball right in front of the student section. 
They were on the verge of a touchdown, 
but the possibility of a false start or some¬ 
one being distracted is always there. Plus, 
the defense could gain that extra hand they 
needed to stop the Raiders. Instead, every¬ 
one watched as Warren Harding scored 
without a single chant of “DE-fense.” 

Part of the problem is that too 
many people do not think they make a dif¬ 
ference. If only one hundred students 
attend the game and scream, they will have 
an impact. At least it lets the team know 
we are behind them. The Eagles were 
never down more than eight points against 
Harding, but the dull student section made 
it felt like they were down twenty. Players 
say they block out the crowd, but they can¬ 
not block out the passion and energy flow¬ 
ing from it. The student section also needs 
to work together. At times the top has been 
saying different things than the bottom, 
and in the end, silence ensues. 


Attending the game and sitting in 
the student section is not done for popular¬ 
ity, but rather to unite many voices into 
one. If this occurs, the impact has a domi¬ 
no effect. It generates the rest of the fans to 
make more noise and eventually funnels to 
the players. When that extra yard is need¬ 
ed or the pass needs to be broken up, 
crowd noise can influence the game. The 
next home game is the big one, the one that 
makes or breaks the season, St. Ignatius. 
Everyone will be there, but will everyone 
cheer? 

Two years ago in the victory, that 
student section was the loudest and best I 
have seen in high school. The team also 
won. During that game, it did not matter if 
we were losing by fourteen or up by four¬ 
teen, the student section was noisy. Not 
even at half time did anyone sit down. No 
one left the student section during the 
game either. 

This year, St. Ed’s will enter the 
game as an underdog. The best way to 
level the playing field is to have loud fans. 
If everyone shouts during the entire game 
and at no time is the student section 
silenced, we will win. It is a home game 
and time for Lakewood Stadium to turn 
into St. Edward Stadium. 



_ 

Eagle defenders ready for action. (Source: Tim Scalley ’07) 




